
January -  
March 2015

dlr LexIcon

What’s
On



january 
Until 24	 Soundings:	Collective	Memories	of	the	Sea	 Municipal Gallery p4

Until 31	 Pictiúr:	Contemporary	Children’s	Book	Illustration	 Haigh Terrace p6

12	 	 Reader	in	Residence	Programme	with	Julianne	Mooney	 Children’s Library p8

20	 7.00pm	 We	Need	to	Talk	About	Reading	with	Mary	Burnham	 Studio p9

22	 10.00am	 Writer	in	Residence	School	Events	commence	 Studio p10

22	 6.15pm	 Poetry	Workshops	with	Colm	Keegan	commence	 Level 5 p10

24	 9.30am	 A	Day	in	the	Life	with	Children’s	Books	Ireland	 Studio p11

31	 2.00pm	 Brídeóg	Dolls	&	St	Brigid’s	Crosses	Workshop		 Children’s Library p12

february
1	 	 Celebrating	the	life	of	St.	Brigid	–	Folklore	Exhibition	  Local Studies  p7

4	 9.30am	 Kids’	Own	Book	Factory	commences	 Children’s Library p13

12	 6.15pm	 Short	Story	Workshops	with	Colm	Keegan	commence	 Level 5 p10

13	 	 Open	Submission	Exhibition	 Municipal Gallery p5

14	 	 The	Graphic	Novel	Project	 Level 5	 p14

17	 7.00pm	 We	Need	to	Talk	About	Reading	with	Mary	Burnham	 Studio p9

march
4	 	 Portrait	of	the	Author	–	Ger	Holland	Photography	Exhibition	 Haigh Terrace	 p6

4	 	 Poetry	Now	–	20	years	 Local Studies	 p7

18-22	 	 Mountains	to	Sea	dlr	Book	Festival	 Various venues p15

24	 7.00pm	 We	Need	to	Talk	About	Reading	with	Mary	Burnham	 Studio p9

Events at a glance
Booking essential for most events. See page numbers for further details.
All events free unless otherwise stated.
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dlr LexIcon is the centrepiece of a new public space in Moran 
Park that will transform the heart of Dún Laoghaire making 
new routes and connections between the town and the 
harbour. The outdoor space, on the footprint of the original 
bowling green includes a terraced pond, a sunken bamboo 
garden, a forecourt as well as an open ‘garden room’ that will 
host events, exhibits, markets and performances.

The LexIcon will be a key component in the delivery of the 
cultural programme in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown for many 
years to come. It embraces the modern concept of a public 
library – a key community space where all are welcome. 
It will be a vibrant centre of learning and creativity. The 
building offers a mix of intimate and expansive public 
rooms, places to congregate or to sit quietly with a book or 
laptop and enjoy the view. It houses the municipal gallery, 
exhibition and performance spaces and meeting rooms. 
The building is fully accessible to people with disabilities.

We hope you enjoy our first programme of events for 2015!
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Soundings:  
Collective Memories of the Sea

Soundings explores the relationships between Dún 
Laoghaire, the sea and its people through artworks, 
talks and workshops. It brings together six artists with 
connections to Dún Laoghaire who have investigated 
maritime histories, memories, testimonies and archives. 
Soundings talks, workshops and performances will offer 
further opportunities to explore and engage with the local 
maritime themes.

Throughout this exhibition there are themes that ebb and 
flow between the work of the six artists – the connections 
between the local, the town and the port.

Gary Coyle, Anthony Haughey, Emma Johnston,  
Sabina Mac Mahon, Julie Merriman and Lisa Reburn.

A separate leaflet with full details of screenings,  
workshops and talks is available at dlr LexIcon or at 
www.dlrcoco.ie/arts/soundings.pdf

Curated by 
Michael McLoughlin with 
thanks to Dún Laoghaire 
RNLI lifeboat crewmembers

Municipal Gallery
13 December 2014-
24 January 2015 

Drawing Workshop
photo dlr Arts Office
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Open Submission Exhibition

This exhibition, featuring the work of artists connected to 
the county, will showcase a broad range of work by local 
artists. It will be selected by Mark St. John Ellis, Director of 
the NAG Gallery Dublin and will allow gallery visitors to 
view the wide range of visual arts practice that is happening 
in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown. There will be a series of free 
workshops and talks as part of this programme. Keep an eye 
on www.dlrcoco.ie/arts for full details.

Artist at Work 

Helen Barry is an artist who 
specialises in Early Years 
workshops for 0-6 year 
old children, their families, 
teachers and early year 
educators. Helen invites 
young children and their 
families every week from 
January to April to join 

her in the Project Room of dlr LexIcon for some specially 
designed workshops and activities. 

Early Years Music

From February to May Eamon Sweeney brings music and 
drama to life for children from 2 to 4 years in the Project 
Room of dlr LexIcon. He has invited some very special 
guests from the worlds of drama, storytelling and puppetry 
to guide young children and their families through a 
magical, melodic world of discovery.

Municipal Gallery
13 February – 22 March 2015

Project Room 
Various Times and Dates

Project Room 
Various Times and Dates

All workshops are free but 
booking is essential, email  
arts@dlrcoco.ie or phone 
01 271 9531 for further 
information and bookings.
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Pictiúr: Contemporary Children’s  
Book Illustration from Ireland 

After touring around numerous venues in Europe and 
Ireland, Pictiúr will be on display in dlr LexIcon until the end 
of January. This is the final venue on the tour and it includes 
2 artworks by each of 21 artists as follows: Lily Bernard, Alan 

Clarke, Michael Emberley, Tatyana Feeney, 
Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick, Adrienne 
Geoghegan, Olivia Golden, Paul Howard, 

Oliver Jeffers, Anita Jeram, Chris 
Judge, Chris Haughton, P.J. Lynch, 
Oisín McGann, Mary Murphy, 
Donough O’Malley, Niamh 
Sharkey, Steve Simpson, Kevin 
Waldron, Olwyn Whelan and 
Andrew Whitson.

Portrait of the Author:  
Ger Holland Photography Exhibition

Ger Holland is a young freelance photographer based in 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown. She specialises mostly in event 
photography and has covered numerous literary gatherings 

including book launches, signings and 
festivals. For the last few years, Ger has 
been photographing authors who have 
participated in the Mountains to Sea dlr 
Book Festival and also the dlr Library Voices 
series. This exhibition provides an 
opportunity to highlight the vitality, energy 
and perception of her portraits.

Curated by 
Ger Holland

Haigh Terrace Level 
4 March-30 April 2015

Curated by 
Niamh Sharkey
Laureate na nÓg 2012-2014

Haigh Terrace Level
4 December 2014- 
31 January 2015

\   Oh No, George! by Chris Haughton

Z   Donna Tartt
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Celebrating the Life of St Brigid 
Folklore Exhibition

Schools in Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown participated 
in the 1937/1938 Schools 
Collection, a special 
scheme devised by the 
Irish Folklore Commission 
where schoolchildren 
were encouraged to 
collect aspects of their oral 
tradition. Material relating to 
Saint Brigid and other saints 
from the area such as  
St Begnet and St Fintan will 
be included in the exhibition.

Poetry Now – 20 years

The Poetry Now festival celebrates 20 years in 2015 and takes 
place during the Mountains to Sea dlr Book Festival from 
18th-22nd March 2015. This display is a snapshot of brochures 
and photos over the past two decades.

Curated by 
Rónan Galvin  
Irish Folklore Department, UCD

Local Studies Level
1 February-31 March 2015

Curated by 
Alice Lyons 
Poetry Now Curator 2015

Local Studies Level 
4 March–30 April 2015
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Reader in Residence Programme  
with Julianne Mooney

The Reader in Residence Programme is aimed at primary 
school children and the idea is to promote the enjoyment 
of reading and instill a passion for books.

The programme takes children out of the school 
environment and into the library, where they learn how to 
search and borrow books that capture their imagination. 
Sessions include readings, arts and crafts, creative writing 
and time to familiarize the children with the library layout 
and processes, reinforcing the importance of the library 
within the community.

Local schools will be engaged with our Reader in Residence 
Programme in dlr LexIcon during Jan-Mar 2015.

Y 
Julianne Mooney
photo Steve Langan
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We Need to Talk About Reading  
with Mary Burnham 
 
The January session is the third in an ongoing series of 
monthly book events organised by Mary Burnham of 
Dubray Books, Dún Laoghaire. The meetings include lively 
discussion about the chosen book for the month, tips on 
running or revitalising your own book club, updates on the 
latest book prizes and an opportunity to hear from people 
who work as booksellers, publishers and indeed authors.

So, if you enjoy reading for pleasure and would like some 
discussion around recommended titles and would like to 
share your views with fellow booklovers, this is definitely 
the event for you. Mary has helped to start up many book 
clubs in the area, keeps a close eye on all the latest releases 
and specialises in matching reader and book for maximum 
enjoyment.
 
These are stand-alone events and audiences are welcome 
to come to some or all of the events.

Tuesday 20 January – 
7.00-8.00pm
Audrey Magee
The Undertaking

The next few dates in the 
series are:

Tuesday 17 February 

Tuesday 24 March 

Tuesday 21 April 

Booking Essential: 
e dlrlexiconlib@dlrcoco.ie 
t 01 280 1147

Y 
Mary Burnham leads a lively discussion 
at We Need to Talk About Reading
photo Jacinta Hughes
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Creative Writing Courses with Colm 
Keegan, dlr Writer in Residence 2014-15

Colm Keegan will offer two separate three-week writing 
courses in dlr LexIcon, the first series on writing poetry and 
the second on writing short stories. Enrol on a first-come-first-
served basis by sending an email to: uiscebot@gmail.com 
by Friday 16th January 2015 at 5pm for the poetry course and 
by Friday 30th January at 5pm for the short story course. The 
classes are suitable for over 18s and participants must be 
able to attend all three sessions in their chosen series.

Since 2005, Colm has been shortlisted four times for the 
Hennessy New Irish Writing Award, for both poetry and 
fiction. He won the All Ireland Poetry Slam in 2010 and 
his debut collection Don’t Go There (Salmon Poetry) was 
published in 2012. He is currently working on his first novel.

Colm will also be working with classes from local secondary 
schools from January-March 2015.

This residency is organised by dlr Library Service and  
Arts Office; it is grant aided by the Arts Council.

Thursday 22 January –
6.15-7.45 Û Poetry

Thursday 29 January –
6.15-7.45 Û Poetry

Thursday 5 February –
6.15-7.45 Û Poetry

Thursday 12 February –
6.15-7.45 Û Short stories

Thursday 19 February –
6.15-7.45 Û Short stories

Thursday 26 February –
6.15-7.45 Û Short stories

Y 
Colm Keegan
photo Ger Holland
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A Day in the Life  
with Children’s Books Ireland
 
A Day in the Life is a one-day conference presented by 
Children’s Books Ireland in partnership with dlr Libraries at 
dlr LexIcon. Children’s Books Ireland’s mission is to make 
books a part of every child’s life. This day of talks about 
all aspects of children’s books aims to excite, inspire and 
inform delegates. Confirmed speakers include Laureate 
na nÓg Eoin Colfer, Alan Nolan, Sarah Crossan and Julia 
Eccleshare. The day will also introduce some exciting new 
talent in writing for young people in Ireland with short 
readings from the following: Catherine Doyle, Patricia Forde, 
Matt Griffin, Shane Hegarty, Kim Hood, Susan Maxwell, 
Darragh McManus, Dave Rudden and Carmel Uí Cheallaigh.

We are pleased to announce that Colm Keegan, dlr Writer 
in Residence will be in conversation with Sarah Crossan 
discussing poetry for young people – writing it, reading it, 
interpreting it in a classroom and why this is so important.

Saturday 24 January 
9.30-5.30pm

Tickets for the conference 
can be booked via 
www.childrensbooksireland.ie 
and cost is b40 
(b30 for CBI members)
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Intergenerational Workshop making 
Brídeóg Dolls & St Brigid’s Crosses

St Brigid’s Day or Imbolc is a Christian and pagan Gaelic 
festival celebrated on February 1st or halfway between the 
winter solstice and the spring equinox. At Imbolc, Brigid 
crosses were made from rushes and a doll-like figure called a 
Brídeóg, would be paraded from house-to-house. To receive 
her blessings, people would make a bed for Brigid and leave 
her food and drink, while items of clothing would be left 
outside for her to bless. She is the patron of butter and milk, 
healing, wells and craftwork. She is renowned for creativity, 
generosity and practicality.

This workshop will involve making Brídeógs ie miniature 
dolls from fabric, string, ribbons, straw and wood and St 
Brigid’s Crosses – crosses made with freshly harvested 
rushes. This is an intergenerational craft work event – 
suitable for all ages, ideally some hand coordination 
required so ages 5/6yrs+ or younger if parents can assist. 

Saturday 31 January 
2.00-4.00pm

Booking Essential: 
e dlrlexiconlib@dlrcoco.ie 
t 01 280 1147
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The Kids’ Own Book Factory  
at dlr LexIcon

The Kids’ Own Book Factory will be installed in dlr LexIcon 
over a period of 2 weeks in February, during which time 
twice-daily workshops will take place with a resident artist 
and writer. Kids’ Own will provide an energised, creative 
space where children can develop artwork and writing 
alongside the professional artists and create their own 
8-page book broadly exploring the theme of ‘Horizons: 
Aspirations, dreams and visions for the future’. Children will 
be able to respond to the new library environment, creating 
a unique body of work which will be on display for other 
library users to view.

The workshops will engage local schools from 9.30am-
11.30am and 12.00pm-2.00pm and families on Saturdays 
7th and 14th from 11.30am-1.30pm and 2.30pm-4.30pm.

Wednesday 4 - 
Saturday 14 February 2015

Workshops
Saturdays 7 and 14 February 
from 11.30am-1.30pm and 
2.30-4.30pm

Booking essential for the 
family sessions 
e dlrlexiconlib@dlrcoco.ie 
t 01 280 1147



14

The Graphic Novel Project
 

The graphic novel project is a new teen project that will 
begin in February and culminate in the publication of a 
graphic novel, by 16 local teenage writers and artists. 12 
workshops will be held weekly on Saturdays during which 
the writers and artists will work separately to hone their 
skills and creativity, instructed by author Alan Early and 
freelance writer and illustrator, Alan Nolan. The project 
will give teenagers the opportunity to be creative and, ‘not 
just consumers.’ The final novel will be launched over the 
summer in dlr LexIcon.
 
Alan Early is author of the Arthur Quinn series and was 
shortlisted in the 2011 Bord Gais Energy Irish Book Awards. 
He studied in the National Film School, Dun Laoghaire and 
co-founded Annville Films. Alan Nolan is a writer, graphic 
designer, artist and co-creator of the horror series Sancho. 
Born in Dublin, he studied at the National College of Art 
and Design and has won many awards for his work. His 
books for children include the Murder Can Be Fatal Mystery 
series and The Big Break Detectives Casebook.

Y 
left to right: Alan Early, Alan Nolan. 

“Graphic novels are slowly 
but surely becoming part of 
our culture, especially over 
the last few years. There 
has been a lot of influence 
from the Japanese Manga 
cartoons. There is also a 
burgeoning comic industry in 
Ireland,” 
Alan Nolan.

Booking essential for the 
workshops 
e dlrlexiconlib@dlrcoco.ie 
t 01 280 1147
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Mountains to Sea  
dlr Book Festival

Mountains to Sea dlr Book Festival has moved to the spring 
and will take place from 18th-22nd March, with many 
events hosted at dlr LexIcon. The 2015 Festival Curators – 
Alice Lyons (Poetry), Sarah Webb (Family and Schools) and 
Bert Wright (Primary) are working hard behind the scenes 
putting the finishing touches to the programme. 

Confirmed visiting authors to date include Sheila Hancock, 
David Lodge, Paul Durcan, Andrew O’Hagan, Francesca 
Simon (of Horrid Henry fame), Frank Cottrell Boyce and 
David Almond. Also confirmed are bestselling thriller 
writers S. J. Watson and Paula Hawkins and Britain’s 
most successful ghost writer, Andrew Crofts. Visiting 
international poets include Maureen McLane (USA), David 
Ferry (USA) Tom Pickard (UK) & Kei Miller (Jamaica). Special 
events celebrating the 20th anniversary of Poetry Now 
will be hosted throughout the festival. Full programme 
and booking details will be announced on Wednesday 4th 
February 2015 on www.mountainstosea.ie

18-22 March 2015

To join the festival  
e-bulletin email 
mountainstosea@dlrcoco.ie

\ 
left to right: Maureen McLane,  
Andrew O’Hagan, Francesca Simon. 
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dlr LexIcon
Haigh Terrace
Moran Park
Dún Laoghaire
Co. Dublin

t 01 280 1147
e dlrlexiconlib@dlrcoco.ie
w libraries.dlrcoco.ie
 
  dlr libraries

 @dlr_libraries

 dlrlibraries.blogspot.ie/

Opening Hours
Monday, Tuesday,  
Wednesday and Thursday 
9.30am-8.00pm
Friday, Saturday
9.30am-5.00pm

Municipal Gallery 
Monday-Saturday 
9.30am-5.00pm 

The Café on the Moran Park 
Level is scheduled to open 
to the public in April 2015.

Branch Libraries
Blackrock Library 
t 01 288 8117
Cabinteely Library 
t 01 285 5363
Dalkey Library 
t 01 285 5277
Deansgrange Library 
t 01 285 0860
dlr LexIcon 
t 01 280 1147
Dundrum Library 
t 01 298 5000
Shankill Library 
t 01 282 3081
Stillorgan Library 
t 01 288 9655
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