
Classroom/ Book Club sets: Secondary Schools & Adult 
 

 
Austen, Jane: Emma: 20 copies 
Jane Austen described Emma as a 'heroine whom no one but myself will much 
like', but despite her faults, Emma is irresistible. 'Handsome, clever, and rich', 
matchmaking relentlessly, she sees the signs of romance all around her, but 
thinks she will never be married. Judgement and imagination are matched in 
games the reader too can enjoy, and the end is a triumph of understanding. 

 
Ballard, J.G.: Empire of the Sun: 20 copies 
From the master of dystopia comes this heartrending story of a British boy’s four 
year ordeal in a Japanese prison camp during the Second World War. Based on 
his own childhood, this is the extraordinary account of a boy’s life in Japanese-
occupied wartime Shanghai – a mesmerising, hypnotically compelling novel of 
war, of starvation and survival, of internment camps and death marches.  

 
Bronte, Emily: Wuthering Heights: 20 copies 
The classic story of the passionate love affair between Catherine and Heathcliff 
set against the background of the wild Yorkshire Moors. The action is chaotic and 
unremittingly violent, but the accomplished handling of a complex structure, the 
evocative descriptions and the poetic grandeur of vision combine to make this 
unique novel a masterpiece of English literature. 

 
Cartwright, Justin: Other people’s money: 10 copies 
The Trevelyan family is in grave trouble. Their private bank of Tubal & Co. is on 
the verge of collapsing. It's not the first time in its three-hundred-and-forty year 
history, but it may be the last. Great families, great fortunes and even greater 
secrets collide in this gripping, satirical and acutely observed story of our time. 



 
Chatwin, Bruce: In Patagonia: 20 copies 
Fascinated by Patagonia ever since an early childhood lust for his Grandma's 
scrap of hairy Giant Sloth skin, Bruce Chatwin is intrigued by odd miners, Darwin, 
the Welsh and the log cabin built by Butch Cassidy. From Rio Negro to the 
southernmost town of Ushuaia, Chatwin depicts all in writing as spare as the 
Patagonian desert and as vibrant as the purple clouds off Last Hope Sound. A 
classic of travel writing. 

 
Fitzgerald, F. Scott: The Great Gatsby: 20 copies 
Generally considered to be F. Scott Fitzgerald's finest novel, The Great Gatsby is 
a consummate summary of the Roaring Twenties, and a devastating expose of 
the Jazz Age. Through the narration of Nick Carraway, the reader is taken into 
the superficially glittering world of the mansions which lined the Long Island 
shore in the 1920s to encounter Nick's cousin Daisy, her brash but wealthy 
husband Tom Buchanan, and most significantly, the mysterious Jay Gatsby. 

 
Frankl, Viktor: Man’s search for meaning: 31 copies 
A prominent Viennese psychiatrist before the war, Viktor Frankl was uniquely able 
to observe the way that both he and others in Auschwitz coped (or didn't) with 
the experience. He noticed that it was the men who comforted others and who 
gave away their last piece of bread who survived the longest. Frankl came to 
believe man's deepest desire is to search for meaning and purpose. This 
outstanding work offers us all a way to transcend suffering and find significance 
in the art of living.                                                                         

 
Friel, Brian: Translations: 20 copies  
Friel’s finest play takes place in August 1833 at a hedge-school in the townland of 
Baile Beag, an Irish-speaking community in County Donegal. A detachment of the 
Royal Engineers has arrived to make the first Ordnance Survey. For the purposes 
of cartography they must translate the local Gaelic place names into English. In 
examining the effects of this operation on the lives of a small group, Brian Friel 



skilfully reveals the far-reaching personal and cultural effects of an action which is 
at first sight purely administrative.  

 
Fugard, Athol: Tsotsi: 31 copies 
Tsotsi is an angry young gang leader in the South African township of 
Sophiatown. A man without a past, he exists only to kill and steal. But one night 
a woman he attempts to rape forces a shoebox into his arms. The box contains a 
baby, and his life is inexorably changed. He begins to remember his childhood, to 
rediscover himself and his capacity for love. Turned into an Oscar-winning movie 
in 2006, Tsotsi's raw power and rare humanity show how decency and 
compassion can survive against the odds.                                                                              

 
Fuller, Alexandra: Don’t let’s go to the dogs tonight: 20 
copies 
A wonderfully evocative memoir of Alexandra Fuller’s African childhood, spent on 
farms in Zimbabwe, Malawi and Zambia throughout the turbulent 1970s and 80s. 
This is a profoundly personal story about growing up with a pair of funny, tough, 
white African settlers, and living with their sometimes breathlessly illogical 
decisions, as they move from war-torn Zimbabwe to disease and malnutrition in 
Malawi, and finally the beautiful, fertile land of Zambia. 

 
Hamid, Moshin: Reluctant fundamentalist: 20 copies 
A multi-layered and thoroughly gripping book, which works as a poignant love 
story, a powerful dissection of how US imperialist machinations have turned so 
many people against the world's superpower, and as a thriller that subtly ratchets 
up the nerve-jangling tension towards an explosive ending. 

 
Hardy, Thomas: Tess of the D’Urbervilles: 20 copies 
The story of Tess Durbeyfield, the daughter of a poor and dissipated villager, who 
learns that she may be descended from the ancient family of d'Urberville. In her 
search for respectability her fortunes fluctuate wildly, and the story assumes the 
proportions of a Greek tragedy. It explores Tess's relationships with two very 



different men, her struggle against the social mores of the rural Victorian world 
which she inhabits, and the hypocrisy of the age. 

 
Harris, Robert: Pompeii: 20 copies 
During a sweltering week in late August, Rome's richest citizens relax in their 
villas around Pompeii and Herculaneum on the beautiful Bay of Naples. But there 
are ominous warnings that something is wrong, wells and springs are failing, a 
man has disappeared, and now the greatest aqueduct in the world - the mighty 
Aqua Augusta - has suddenly ceased to flow. Through the eyes of four very 
different characters Robert Harris brilliantly recreates a luxurious world on the 
brink of destruction.  

 
Hemingway, Ernest: The Old man and the sea: 20 copies 
Set in the Gulf Stream off the coast of Havana, Hemingway's magnificent fable is 
the story of an old man, a young boy and a giant fish. Here, in a perfectly crafted 
story, is a unique and timeless vision of the beauty and grief of man's challenge 
to the elements in which he lives.  

 
Ishiguro, Kazuo: Never let me go: 20 copies 
One of the most acclaimed and strange novels of recent years, this story of a 
group of students growing up in a darkly skewered version of contemporary 
England is charged throughout with a sense of the fragility of life. Kathy, now 31, 
tries to come to terms with her childhood at the seemingly idyllic Hailsham 
School, and with the fate that has always awaited her and her closest friends in 
the wider world.  

 
Johnston, Jennifer: How many miles to Babylon?: 20 copies 
Alec and Jerry, though from different social classes, become friends. When war 
breaks out in 1914, they both sign up. On the fields of Flanders they find 
themselves standing together, but once again divided - as officer and enlisted 
man. And it is there, surrounded by mud and chaos and death, that one of them 
makes a fateful decision whose consequences will test their friendship and loyalty 
to breaking point. 



 
Jones, Lloyd: Mister Pip: 20 copies 
Bougainville is a small village on a lush tropical island in the South Pacific which is 
suddenly plunged into war. The island's only white man, a recluse, decides to re-
open the school and introduce the children to Mr. Dickens through his reading of 
Great Expectations. But on an island at war, the power of fiction has dangerous 
consequences.  
Mister Pip is an unforgettable tale of survival by story. 

 
Keane, John B.: Sive: 20 copies 
Set against the harsh poverty and difficult times of 1950s Ireland, "Sive" caused 
considerable controversy on its debut in February 1959. This is a story of greed, 
sex and bitterness, of a scheming matchmaker and a resentful woman forcing a 
beautiful young girl to marry an old man for money. It has since become an 
established part of Ireland's theatrical canon. This new edition features an 
introduction and notes for Junior and Leaving certificate students from the 
author's daughter, secondary school English teacher Joanna Keane O'Flynn. 

 
Lehane, Dennis: Shutter Island: 20 copies 
US Marshal Teddy Daniels has come to Shutter Island, home of Ashecliffe Hospital 
for the Criminally Insane, to find an escaped murderer named Rachel Solando. 
Questions abound - how has a barefoot woman escaped from a locked room? 
Who is leaving them clues in the form of cryptic codes? And what really goes on 
in Ward C? A psychological tour de force, absolutely nothing is as it seems in this 
effortlessly complex thriller. 

 
Leonard, Hugh: Home before night: 20 copies 
This memoir captures the poetry and drama of a child's experience growing up in 
the Dalkey of the 1930s and 1940s, and is written with great humour and insight. 



 
Lessing, Doris: The Grass is singing: 20 copies 
Set in Rhodesia, this landmark of twentieth century literature tells the story of 
Dick Turner, a failed white farmer and his wife, Mary, a town girl who hates the 
bush. Trapped by poverty, sapped by the heat of their tiny brick and iron house, 
Mary, lonely and frightened, turns to Moses, the black cook, for kindness and 
understanding. 

 
Levy, Andrea: Small island: 20 copies 
Winner of the Orange Prize for Fiction, as well as many other awards, this is a 
delicately wrought and profoundly moving novel of empire, prejudice, war and 
love. It has now been adapted into a major BBC TV drama. 

 
McCarthy, Cormac: The Road: 20 copies 
The story of a father and son walking alone through burned America, heading 
through the ravaged landscape to the coast. It has been hailed as 'the first great 
masterpiece of the globally warmed generation’, an American classic which has 
made McCarthy a contender for the Nobel Prize for Literature. 

 
MacDonagh, Martin: The Lonesome West: 20 copies 
A play about two brothers, Valene and Coleman, living alone in their father's 
house after his recent death, who find it impossible to exist without massive and 
violent disputes over the most mundane and innocent of topics. Only Father 
Welsh, the young local priest, is prepared to try to reconcile the two before their 
petty squabbling spirals into vicious and bloody carnage. 

 
McLain, Paula: The Paris wife: 10 copies 



A heart-wrenching story of ambition and betrayal that captures the love affair 
between two unforgettable people, Ernest Hemingway and his first wife, Hadley. 

 
Miller, Arthur: All my sons: 20 copies 
Based on a true story, Arthur Miller's play All My Sons was his first major success, 
a moving exploration of denial, guilt, social responsibility and the falsehood of the 
American Dream. A moving, powerful drama about family and the ethics of 
profiteering. 

 
Ngozi Adichie, Chimamanda: Purple hibiscus: 20 copies 
The limits of fifteen-year-old Kambili’s world are defined by the high walls of her 
family estate and the dictates of her fanatically religious father. When Nigeria is 
shaken by a military coup, Kambili’s father sends her to live with her aunt. In this 
house, noisy and full of laughter, she discovers life and love – and a terrible, 
bruising secret deep within her family.  

 
Orwell, George: 1984: 20 copies 
The dystopian tale set in a society terrorised by a totalitarian ideology propagated 
by The Party. Winston Smith works for the Ministry of Truth in London, chief city 
of Airstrip One. Big Brother stares out from every poster, the Thought Police 
uncover every act of betrayal. When Winston finds love with Julia, he discovers 
that life does not have to be dull and deadening, and awakens to new 
possibilities. But Big Brother will not tolerate dissent - even in the mind. For those 
with original thoughts they invented Room 101. . .  

 
Picoult, Jodi: My sister’s keeper: 20 copies 
The only reason Anna was born was to donate her cord blood cells to her older 
sister who has leukaemia. By age thirteen, Anna has undergone countless 
surgeries, transfusions, and shots in an effort to save her sister. She was born for 
this purpose, her parents tell her, which is why they love her even more. But now 
Anna wants respite from the constant flow of her own blood seeping into her 
sister's veins. So she decides to sue her parents for the rights to her own body. 



  
Shakespeare, William: MacBeth: 20 copies 
Shakespeare's Macbeth is one of the greatest tragic dramas the world has known. 
Macbeth himself, a brave warrior, is fatally impelled by supernatural forces, by his 
proud wife, and by his own burgeoning ambition, resulting in appalling emotional 
and psychological effects on both Lady Macbeth and himself.  

 
Shakespeare, William: A Winter’s Tale: 20 copies 
The Winter's Tale is Shakespeare's most perfectly realized tragi-comedy, as 
notable for its tragic intensity as for its comic grace and, throughout, for the 
richness and complexity of its poetry. It concludes with the most daring and 
moving reconciliation scene in all Shakespeare's plays.  

 
Sophocles: Antigone: 20 copies 
The first great 'resistance' drama - and perhaps the definitive Greek tragedy. 
Creon, the King of Thebes, has forbidden the burial of Antigone's brother because 
he was put to death as a traitor to the crown. Antigone disobeys the King and 
buries her brother. Enraged, Creon condemns Antigone to death and buries her 
alive in a cave. A prophet warns Creon against such rash actions, and eventually 
Creon relents but when he goes to release Antigone it is too late... 

 
Stockett, Kathryn: The Help: 10 copies 
In 1960s Mississippi, racial tensions are about to be exposed. White families 
depend on black maids to raise their children and run their houses but what 
happens when the maids begin to tell their stories? Both moving and funny, this 
is a wonderfully vivid novel which brings unforgettable characters to life.  
                                                                                                        



 
Szpilman, Wladyslow: The Pianist: 10 copies 
The last live broadcast on Polish Radio, on September 23, 1939, was Chopin's 
Nocturne in C# Minor, played by a young pianist named Wladyslaw Szpilman, 
until his playing was interrupted by German shelling. It was the same piece and 
the same pianist, when broadcasting resumed six years later. The Pianist is 
Szpilman's account of the years in between, of the death and cruelty inflicted on 
the Jews of Warsaw and on Warsaw itself. 

 
Toibin, Colm: Brooklyn: 20 copies 
In Ireland in the early 1950s opportunities are scarce for young Irish girls. Eilis 
Lacey is forced to emigrate to New York, leaving behind her family and her home 
for the first time. Arriving in a crowded lodging house in Brooklyn, Eilis is 
homesick, but slowly begins to take tentative steps towards friendship, and 
perhaps something more. Then Eilis receives news which sends her back to 
Ireland, where she will be confronted by a terrible dilemma - a devastating choice 
between duty and her one great love. In this beautifully crafted novel ordinary 
lives are transformed into something extraordinary. 

 
Trevor, William: Story of Lucy Gault: 20 copies 
The Gaults, as Protestants, are no longer welcome in Ireland in 1921. Danger 
threatens, and they are being forced to abandon their home in Lahardane. Eight-
year-old Lucy Gault decides that somehow she must force her parents into 
staying. But the path she chooses ends in disaster. This novel, shortlisted for both 
the Booker and Whitbread Prizes, beautifully evokes rural Ireland and the 
tensions existing there, but also delicately portrays the terrible impact of mere 
chance on our lives. 

 
Watson, S.J.: I go to sleep: 20 copies 
Memories define us .So what if you lost yours every time you went to sleep? Your 
name, your identity, your past, even the people you love - all forgotten 
overnight. And the one person you trust may only be telling you half the story. 
Welcome to Christine's life.  



A deft, perceptive exploration of a fascinating neurological condition, and a  
cracking good thriller. 

 
Wiesel, Elie: Night: 31 copies 
Born into a Jewish ghetto in Hungary, as a child, Elie Wiesel was sent to the Nazi 
concentration camps at Auschwitz and Buchenwald. This is his account of that 
atrocity: the ever-increasing horrors he endured, the loss of his family and his 
struggle to survive in a world that stripped him of humanity, dignity and faith. A 
compelling consideration of the darkest side of human nature and the enduring 
power of hope.                                                                              

 
Wolff, Tobias: This boy’s life: 20 copies 
This memoir is the story of the young Toby Wolff and his travels across America 
with his mother. Separated by divorce from his father and brother, Toby and his 
mother are constantly on the move, yet they develop an extraordinarily close, 
almost telepathic relationship. As Toby fights for identity and self-respect against 
the unrelenting hostility of a new stepfather, his experiences are at once poignant 
and comical, and Wolff does a masterful job of re-creating the frustrations and 
cruelties of adolescence.  

 
Zusak, Markus: The Book thief: 20 copies 
Nine-year-old Liesel lives with her foster family on Himmel Street during the dark 
days of the Third Reich. Her Communist parents have been transported to a 
concentration camp, and during the funeral for her brother, she manages to steal 
a macabre book - it is, in fact, a gravediggers’ instruction manual. This is the first 
of many books which will pass through her hands as the carnage of the Second 
World War begins to hungrily claim lives. Despite its grim narrator (Death), this is 
a life-affirming book, celebrating the power of words and their ability to provide 
sustenance to the soul.  
 
 
 


