EZINE Up the 75

UNEARTHING THE LINKS WITH DEANSGRANGE

Exhibition curated by Shabnam Vasisht based on her publication
Digging up the Raj. Following extensive research at Deansgrange
Cemetery, Shabnam has discovered the remarkable achievements
of a wide range of Irish people who lived and worked in
India during British rule.

26 February - 31 March 2020

dlr Lexlcon, Level 3, Haigh Terrace, Moran Park, Dun Laoghaire

Copies of Digging up the Raj can be bought from
Shabnam Vasisht by contacting her on rajembers@gmail.com.
The publication was supported by agrant & - e
from dlr Heritage Office ———®
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dizging up the ra

Following extensive research at Deansgrange Cemetery, local
historian Shabnam Vasisht has discovered the remarkable
achievements of a wide range of Irish people who lived and
worked in India during British rule. There were servicemen who
fought in the Indian Mutiny; hard-working civil servants and
eminent judges; and missionaries who aimed to convert sun-
worshipping heathens to ‘muscular Christianity’. Shabnam’s
quest was to bring these extraordinary people to our attention.

Shabnam first considered this fascinating topic following a walk
through Deansgrange Cemetery with her sister who was taking
photographs of elaborate tombstones. They came across a
particularly ostentatious one for a Captain James Vaughan who
had fought in the Indian Mutiny. Further exploration yielded
inscriptions such as ‘Madras Army’, ‘Indian Staff Corps’, ‘Died

in Red Sea on way home from India’ etc. With the help of John
McCann, supervisor of Deansgrange Cemetery, she found 72
graves. She began to research the lives of the soldiers, including
information on regiments and campaigns and family members
who warranted attention. Under the aptly chosen title, Digging
up the Raj, Shabnam has been posting her biographies via a blog
on the website of The Military Heritage Trust of Ireland’s website
for three years.

Shabnam’s father was an Indian army officer and her mother a
historian, so she always had a keen interest in military history.
Her parents were married soon after Indian Independence, their
wedding plans delayed by Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination.
Their postings took them to stations all over India as well as the
Indian Military Mission in Nepal. Apart from army quarters in
cantonments, Shabnam lived in tents, palaces and houseboats,
so was familiar with many of the stations mentioned in her
biographies.

We are pleased to showcase a selection of entries from
Shabnam’s new book based on her blog. The publication is
supported with a grant from dlIr Heritage Office. Plot numbers
are listed in the book and exhibition entries for the graves in
Deansgrange so that people can conduct their own tour of this
fascinating topic at their leisure.

Digging up the Raj can be bought from Shabnam Vasisht by contacting her on rajembers@gmail.com.




HELENAHAUGHTONCAMPBELLBOTHA
1865-1947 PLOT: ST. PATRICK/B/54

Alexander Haughton Campbell Gardiner (1785-1877) was a fortune-
hunter who wandered Central Asia, offering his services to various
warlords and ending up in the army of Maharaja Ranijit Singh, the
Lion of Punjab. Nicknamed Gordana Khan, he styled himself in an all-
tartan uniform and turban decorated with an egret’s plume as a mark
of high rank. He is believed to have acquired many villages while the
Lion reigned. The death of the Maharaja in 1839 led to the collapse

of the Punjab Empire so Alexander transferred his allegiance to the
Kashmir court, enjoying the beauty of Kashmir and its women.

He was eighty and his Indian mistress in her thirties, when his
daughter Helena was born in 1865 and she was sent to school in
England. Alexander died in 1877 and Helena inherited an annuity of
f100 a year but always believed that a more substantial treasure
chest awaited her in India. In 1886 she married Lieutenant Max Josef
Gerl in London and they had two children. The family subsequently
moved to South Africa where the couple later divorced.

Excited by Helena’s firm conviction that further riches awaited her,
a Johannesburg attorney, Christiaan Lourens Botha, accompanied
her to India. Considering that Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s coffers had
groaned with precious gems including the Koh-i-Noor diamond,
her father’s trove was expected to be substantial. However, their
investigations led to nought. The disappointed group returned to
South Africa where Helena married Botha and they had a daughter.

Many years later, Helena moved to Dublin with her fragile youngest
daughter, Margareta. Her father had spent several years in Ireland
and Helena may have hoped that she would have some success
locating his legacy. Sadly, the elusive riches remained buried at the
end of the rainbow. Mother and daughter stayed in the Mayfair Hotel
on Lower Baggot Street.

Helena died in 1947 and was buried in Deansgrange cemetery seven
years after the death of her daughter Margareta.

digzing Up the v

Helena's grave
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SURGEON JOHN GEORGE COLLIS
1845-1877 PLOT: SOUTH/E/62

John George Collis was born in Mountford Lodge, Fermoy, County
Cork in April 1845 and was twenty-nine years old when he joined the
Indian Medical Service. Although essentially a military organisation,
its surgeons also served in civilian hospitals.

Collis was appointed surgeon to the Madras Native Infantry in 1873
and he moved to the Port Blair penal colony in the Andaman Islands
soon after. This colony struck terror in the hearts of unfortunate
Indian convicts ‘transported beyond the seas with irons and labour’
and exposed to disease and brutality. The area was known as Kala
Pani (Black Water). The jail’s 693 tiny cells were designed for solitary
confinement at its cruellest. A smaller building beside the fortified
entrance served as the prison hospital. Here Collis treated prisoners
for some of the many diseases that were rife at the time due to the
swampy and densely vegetated environment — malaria, measles, the
dreaded Andaman Fever and, of course, punishment wounds.

Unfortunately, Surgeon Collis fell victim to one these diseases
himself and he died in Port Blair in 1877. He was only thirty-two and is
remembered on his mother’s gravestone in Deansgrange Cemetery.
His mother, Elizabeth Mitchell lived in Stillorgan Park until her death
in 1884.

As for the Andaman Islands, they were briefly captured in WWII by
the Japanese, who promptly released the inmates of the jail before
quickly filling it up again. They shipped British POWs to Singapore
and then began freely swinging their tachis at the indigenous
tribes (now reduced to double figures). Later, during the struggle
for independence, the dreaded cellular jail became a repository for
many Indian freedom fighters. After India achieved independence
in 1947, the penal settlement was abolished and the Andamans,
along with the Nicobar Islands, became a Union Territory of India.
The jail reincarnated as a museum and the islands as a paradise for
honeymooners and surfers.

Map of Andaman and Nicobar Islands




Abraham Deane second from left, Henry Deane far right

Rail Inspection trolley
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LIEUTENANT GENERAL HENRY HALL,
C.B.
1789-1875 PLOT: SOUTH/F/18

Henry Hall was born in 1789, the youngest son of the Venerable
Francis Hall, Archdeacon of Kilmacduagh. He joined the Bengal Native
Infantry and spent a great deal of time capturing forts in the Bengal
Presidency, an area equivalent to the size of continental Europe.

Hall went on to serve in the Guide and Intelligence Departments. He
was entrusted by Governor General Hastings with the curbing of the
Mhairs — a fearless tribe who inhabited the deeply-gorged hills of
Rajasthan. They had lost some of their land to the government but
when Henry reported on the mismanagement of the Mhair districts,
it went down like a dead dragoon with Hastings.

During the next fourteen years, Henry raised a corps of Mhairs and
taught them to cultivate the desert by designing a basic system
of irrigation. On his enlightened watch, the statistics for female
infanticide and sati (the custom of cremating widows with their
husbands) dropped dramatically.

In 1827, he married Indian-born Sarah Fagan, daughter of a General in
the Bengal Army. Due to ill health, Hall was forced to retire in 1836. He
settled in Merville, Foster’s Avenue, Dublin (now Nova UCD) and was
Magistrate for Dublin and Galway. His house in Galway was named
Mairwarra, later renamed Knockbrack Lodge. He died in August 1875
leaving a widow and four children.

The Five Lamps fountain at the junction of five Dublin streets —
Portland Row, North Strand Road, Seville Place, Amiens Street and
Killarney Street —was erected in 1880 as a monument to General
Henry Hall, C.B.




Taj Mahal from Agra Fort

Hussainabad, Uttar Pradesh
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THE REVEREND HUGH ROBERT SCOTT oy

1859-1929 PLOT: SOUTH/N1/8 T Ve
7/ 5\%@ &
Mahatma Gandhi was not pleased. Christian missionaries he e N 7S A??A
recollected had preached anti-Hindu sermons near his school gate in f’i‘ ' ‘;‘:;;;’;
Rajkot in Gujarat. The Rev. Hugh Robert Scott was not pleased either. L_;r.-ﬂ;;\ -7 AN
Gandbhi’s allegations filled him ‘with painful wonder’. He was the only e ALY
missionary in Rajkot from 1883-1887 and had never preached near the Y P f’“:ﬁ:f,-
High School. He was a respected upholder of the Irish Presbyterian AN
Church who had gone to India to ‘save the souls of a people who lived e

in darkness’. As a result of the ensuing correspondence, the two men
got to know each other and Gandhi eventually grew to admire the
Rev. Hugh Scott.

Hugh'’s missionary work took him all over Gujarat and he married
Jeannie Hill Moore in 1888 in Borsad. The couple had three children.
He also served on a council on behalf of the Europeans in the Bombay
Presidency. In 1922 he was awarded the Kaiser-i-Hind (Emperor of
India) medal for ‘useful service in the advancement of the public
interest in India’. Ironically, Mahatma Gandhi had been a recipient of
the award seven years earlier (for ambulance services in South Africa)
but had later returned the medal in protest at the Jallianwallah Bagh
massacre of 1919.

Hugh’s involvement in Gujarati theological writing resulted in the
final translation of the bible, based on the English version of 1884.
He was assisted by two scholars, one a Brahmin pundit. It was the -
only Gujarati Reference Bible in 1908. Hugh was a keen numismatist AIROTE i s s
and a prolific writer. His wife Jeannie also assisted with his work and

published her own titles.

When the couple returned to Ireland, they settled in Glenageary,
Dublin. Hugh died in 1929 and Jeannie, in 1945. Back in India, the Scott
Memorial Literature Fund was instituted to honour the Rev. Scott’s
contribution to literature.
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Map of the naval brigade's route

Captain James William Vaughan







